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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINGST 02293 022228Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 
NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 SP-02 AID-05 EB-08 NSC-05 
TRSE-00 SS-15 STR-07 OMB-01 CEA-01 /087 W 

094011 030729Z/10 

R 022200Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0012 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
USINT HAVANA 

UNCLAS KINGSTON 2293 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, EFIN, JM 

SUBJECT: COORE OUT AS FINANCE MINISTER, BELL TAKES HIS PLACE 

1 . PRIME MINISTER MICHAEL MANLEY ANNOUNCED ON THE EVENING 
OF MARCH 1 THAT HE HAD "...IN EXERCISE OF (HIS) CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL AUTHORITY AS PRIME MINISTER TRANSFERRED THE 
PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SUBJECT OF FINANCE FROM 
THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, THE HONORABLE DAVID COORE, 

AND ASSIGNED THE RESPONSIBILITY TO THE HONORABLE ERIC BRIL.' 1 
MANLEY ADDED, "I EXPRESS MY COMPLETE CONFIDENCE IN THE 
LOYALTY, INTEGRITY AND COMPETENCE OF THE MINISTER" AND 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE INTENDED TO ASSIGN COORE TO ANOTHER 
PORTFOLIO. COMMENTING FURTHER, MANLEY SAID. "... IT IS MY 
OWN WISH AND INTENTION THAT I BE AFFORDED HIS (COORE'S) 

CONTINUED VALUABLE SUPPORT AS DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER." 

THE STATEMENT THEN ADDED THAT COORE, "WHILST REAFFIRMING 
HIS ESTABLISHED COMMITMENT TO THE GOVERNMENT AND TO 
THE PARTY AND EXPRESSING THE DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO SERVE 
THE NATION IN SOME IMPORTANT SPHERE", WAS WEARY AND HAD 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 KINGST 02293 022228Z 

REQUESTED SIX MONTH S LEAVE, A REQUEST WHICH WAS BEING 
GRANTED. THEN, AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR TEACHER'S AFFAIRS A.G.R. BYFIELD 
WOULD TAKE TEMPORARY CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

HAVERKAMP 
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